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an exclusive On fhe Tracks inferview

Boy Homsan

conducted by Lars Lindh

“an’ | know | shall meet the snowy North
again - but with changed eyes nex” time round

I walk lazily down Its Streets

an’ linger by the edge of town
find old friends if they're still around
—80b Dylan, 11 Outlined Epitaphs

Yes, there is actually one old friend sthl around. LeRoy Hoikkala Is the only member of Bab
Dyian's early band still living in Hibbing. On the Tracks Intenvewer, Lars Lindh, met with him
and his wife. Bette, in their home in Hibbing on July 2, 1999

You were bor here i Mibbing”

Yes and my perents are also from
Thbbing Well. one was from southwest
Minnesota and (he other wias bomn in
Rbding. 50 they are Jocal

St pou have relatives further ook
hat came from SCandinaa”

Yes. fromm Finland and Norway, That s
my gresl grandparcets. My grandlathens
il come from Norwany and Fidand. We
SO0T G0 the “romts.* we're Mtibding

50 gou Rave lovel In Midting ol
your Uie

gt

hen @id you meet Bob?

1 koses Bob pretty mch from school
A0 everyiiimg. Orowing up you see vach
oiMer Ui & senall Cown. Youl ke, very
DOSy RBows svrryBody i toown, Hiaw we

O o meet as s as playing m a8 band
was Monle Edwadson—who In a guitar
Pyer: wha s very good, he sl plas
today: he s a natunal guitsr pAayet —we
worked downtomm, Monte and  mysell,
Nght across the street om schooll, we
et cach (ther antd we walived 1o 2 little
Jobe. an aflerachool ol And Bob was
Jusl thore one day. Moate and | husd heen
messing aroussd Wi playing drams s
Guiltar: Just jamming # Methe Dl | haae
tahen lessoms for quite & fow wuars, So
Bob jusl happened lo say. "Hey you guys
woing downtawn™

We actuslly walthod from schoot 1o
GOWMOWIL s we 1ol im thal we wire
Plaviteg. you hnow. Jusl getting logether
and jaruming around and plaging SO, he
sald: Iy, I'm plgdog plano.  mouth

ogan. hamonica and guitar, Maybe we
Could get togther and Wind ol play a liite
hit

We sala, “Yes, sure *

S0 we started playing tn Dod s garage
haat was attached to His howse, the little
frage. We jamimad in (here for quite a
BiL, and we got » couple of Jotm, The Mirm
Tme be ever got paid 10 G0 daything wes
WD owr band the Oolden Chards

Stattunes we d go ino the house 1o
play. Decause he had 4 plano n the
heisec

Anpone else besides o Mool
Edwrardson and Bob”

DO W W just e tree of ws ot that
Hve, | payed Groames.

Where @i you play ™

Il wis ot The National Quard Armory
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partscutar  one hal was
It Loggethe and started
phayedd that talent show, you
we actially won bul lost
L
it L0 Som
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tached that

We should e won, you
dse. In fact the

Dt they a3 Lo soumeons

andience

came b second, (fe lowughs

three of us as e

rds. The meason we calied it

Ihe Qolden Chords was because Dob was

1 really cho with the

e, reslily chord Beasat)

Iy & natural at chordimg

1

s goldd. sparkling (s

ON THE TRACKS
bl

SO we apid OGoloen,. Chords. that & how
W got the name

Wivat tunes oid yosu play

Al some of the Litthe Wchard tunes

Vihe Jenny nny Some ol the

southern type missh
fot of LS Richard. Dob

Richam, 50 we did a ot

the Dlues songs. &
Lithte
¢ Littie Richard

oyved

slunl

1w hind of new for the Mds around
here. We used Lo st together with a reel
order

Lo reel tape e At gt anG L

the AMstatsons that

In really good

M night, We taped It 0 we could listen to

the new songy that didn't come along

heve. Mibbing was kind of a2 backward
e, The last 1o get n
S0 we listened 10 the songs from (e

AM i, taped them andt then Bob






cothings like that. It was Hly Johin
Bochiern, teabs urd myself.

O dohn Bucklen eoer play with
your

e was kind of a beginner Actually
all of ua were beginners. But he didn't
play witn the band, oo Bob Jemmed with
o bumch ol geys but that wasny (as al
band. Then In the end It hroke up. We
) really form & band. We played as
the Golden Chords hare and there and
then Bob wenl to Dofuth and got same
Iebetivds there that ployed more Blaes and
Jazz type of music. Then he tooh off to
Minneapaolis,

What abour Jiee Fropotmick”

I dan’t think that Jim ever played with
e ey playedt I the hand we  aag
Wier called the Bochets, Thist Decame
the first rock 10 roll band on the whole
Iron fange That was how 1 met Bedle,
when we were playing it a street dance

Did you continae o plagy

| pliedt with the Rochels for many
vears. We did hoyve a recording contract

Select Finalists In
Frolic Talent Contest

Finalists W (e Blblg Wintere dosco groug, <oulstiag W Jdu
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selocted 2 1 preliminoy contestverman, Shivdh » Kiesllag, Dvber
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Wil Aladklin Mecords, tiat they went
bankrupt so we pever really  made
amthing, | plaped for quite @ few yoars,
and | oved to play Juzz. | Iived to play
drumaoios. Boddy Rich stult,

| playedt in different bands wnatll | was
20, First ooe night & weeh, then two days
A week, Then you (reach a point where
youl are just playiog) end working, and
that I» no good, 30 | sald this Is enough;
' afl done

Dewes the rame Dannls NMyglen sing o
hedt?

Mo, DUt there were @ coupse of ather
Auys that played —Karakanh, Fabbro and
Maripac. Thal was I AL OlTerent tmes
Bt had different guys, They wene Just
Maying, no real Bamds,

| we were Just filends as Kios
and Gkl our thing together, | was in his
flest banat you could say. Tt was actuly
o hand, We played at Moase clube | think
Marinoc played with us Lsat Hime,

Do o remember in which room
Lo plagped at the Moose?

There was o plano there. Yoo know
this Is years ago and & has changed,
There was a Dy Ol plano wnd we plpvd
A bunch of songs.

Wirs that also @ paid glg?

No that was volanteer

INdd pou feet that you were different
than  the other, “wormal™ Kids In
Wibbing»

Well. you have Ihe sports poople,
Dashettuatl players and the e, We were
Mg of loners (o some degrees we used

1o have bl “DA" Balrosts (Duck's Ass,
because of the way the halr looked when
It was combed togetiar in the back) and
our collars umed up and drive Hardeys.
Ia school ihey Qlan't core for s because
we tsed to wear. whal al thot tme were
called, “engineer” boots—hal had hig
tmetall dlicks on them. The Noars were
beautiful in school and we daagoed the
clicky, The peiockpal and the teachors
WO GO Wk hy and come amd grsh you
Lo the collar B mever got violent.

We used o hang oul ot LA Cale
ot hine Cocacatas. Thal's where the
socalled “wild hids™ In tawn hung out.
But. I wasnt wid ut an. We were ool
allowed 10 drink slcotiol and we didn't
do drugs. We'd also hang oul oz Samimy's
=2z,

Where did yow buyr gour drum sel?

M Chuck Ceippa's. We used 10 go
here Jil the time Decanse. . Sorry, | (just
remembered; a different story: When
Bol wis getting his motoscycle e just
called me one day and smw "My Dad
wants you to go with un to buy a Hardey *
becausa 1 hod a Madey alveady. You don't
Just gl u Hadey and deive (L IF you know
what | mean, #'s 4 blg machine. So. he
wanited (o mahe aure (hat 16 wak intace
and in good shape. because his Dad was
A smast basinessmuan, They were (reas
peopie, His mother was mome loose. aml
more “bubbly © while s D wos & meal
businesstype. more srict. Anvhow, we
Got i Mardey, | cheched It ot and ran i,
and | drove him haome on his bike.



When was this®

Al when we wese 16

(A WAy | W used Lo ok The Naness
right in froot of Crippa's. and go in and
Check the reconds out. They used Lo e
DOt 50 I you Dowght & record you
Could g and try ® out

We spenl a ot of time there. We
Dought plchs, sheet music and whatlover

Dewms,. guitars, flariey Davidsons
Whene Qi you get all that money?

1 i work alter schood, We used o
po ta Uhuch Crigpa, and 1 you had

Job~for $300 dollars you could get great
drums, # hat time. now 1t would e

2000 voltars probaldy —Chuck would
sy, AR ghve me $20 dollars a month.”
And that™s bhow e 1ook core of it That's
how Chuch Crippa was, e Look care of
Sl the Wds n fown that way. And
Markys ity
rcasonabic at the thme. You got a nice

well-ased  Hadeys wore

e Hardey Tor $3060 dollars. The
comvertides. o had » 34 o
commertible. | had one also, They were

used. but nmice litte s, They w

(L8

Loage Pranograon by Les Lo

CApennive tars. We didn | have new cars
We psed jour cars| to promete  owr
dances or rock concerts We would ger
b speahers, horms and twa big
ampiifices on tog of my comenibic and
we wodld sl there phning, 10 advertise
our damces, You dan’l see that anymore!

We had to carn all the money
ourselves. as my laenily] didny hwve a
real ot of money. Babr s mom and dad
botause they had o business, bhad o ot
oee Than we GiE Dal he Al carm it
What did your [fsther go for a
foing#

e worked  ar
the minc. B¢ was a
locomotive cngl
et wWhich wos a
oot paying ob
Bt these were a ot
of strilecs and lay

these

AR

ol There  was
ahways good food
on the table.  tan

we didn’t ave a it
ol extras

Whetre el pou
Hoe at s tme?

We livedd i Lhe
2000 Wock. aboot
fmir blocks rom Bob

Mere you Wit Bad when he Rad his
nearavodent on s moforncpcle heoe in

Nibbing >

I was there, sigml. | think my Cousin
wirs Wilh us and manbe some  other
driver. There & a little pdace  calied

Beooklyn. There used 1o e twa Lrain
tracks thove. Sob was kind of a nervous
pesson. he Just couldnt & UL Ne was
Rird of reviless, My motorcycle  was
gotting warm 5o | st ) ofl whille the
fraln wemt e As we were waliting and
walting for the train o 9o by, Bob got
renlly vestieas. and as soon am the
Caboose at the Dack of the bialn werl By
Bob took off, Ancther train was Coming
fromm the other direction and you coukdnt
see i froen where we sal
did, s be ook his bisa and theew it
down = he must hune caught sight of the
Lralen with the commer of Bis eye. e never
mentroned | agatn: Didnt say o
word, picked up s Dike, didnt Laly
whowtt 1t nd started Bis motorcycle and
ook ol

e you
faihesr >

Yeu, | hnew his mom and dad for
yoears, In fact, s dad owned Micka's
Flecirie with has beolher He haed super
parents, weally nice. He was maybe a
tie overty rebellious o hyper bhecame

Noweyes e

ot

meel his mother and

ol Mis parents being » Mile ovwerprotec
tive. Mis paremts were quality people
really mother wan
rmaking jokes 88 the thme . Min didd was
more of a businessmusn. more guiet and

nice people. His



seqlous. Bobs Drother, Dese. was also o
e gy

DNd Bl work in the store

He worked there; he'a help, bn fact e

hebped

repOssess things,. whan people

couldnt peary. e worked theve once In

ww bl

Dol nod renlly o lol

Have gou been o contact with him
since then?”
No. Dt | oused to g aned tath to his
after he sturted in the
ness. | wodld go talk to fis inom and

dod Jiesd music

W wonild relate Inings, | never saw Bim
aier that

Didd peate 20 1o Ehe same Righ se kool
clanses as Bob?

1 think the only one we ha? together
wan Sty Hall

et o Anow Ceho Helistrom®

On. yes. We used to go oul to where
she lived, rigin ous of town on Highway
7S5 and listen to reconds. We used 1o

double dole. and go 10 the movies. She
Was Daond. a ety gin

When id Ihe Qolden Chords Dand
spult

N owas when Bob went 1o Dubuth 1o

y

One recollection that
JUSL oM IS 1AL e ws i colored B In
the Vimginia, Minnesota arca. and he had
A record collection you wosldn | betleve

Bob fosustd out aboul Bim, o w

came o me

Oy

ol up
| mmember we went up
He Nwed upstains in an

there ome day
these g steps
aprtment b Vieginda, and husd o ntesshee
collection of all kinds of music. so Bob
borrowed some of I, That wis the Kngd

of musse you couldn 't get around e
Do you have contact with the other
miembers of the b

Buchien carme hore a fow yoars back
Monte. | hane seen him quite & few Umes

last Gme Jus @ couple ol sears ago

Monte Is sl playlng i Colorado in a
bana al il
protably the best guitor piyes on Lhe
whaole Hang

We play ot os the Kochets, not
the Oolden Chords bal oght after that
We plaved ane
least. We played for a leonage Chuts al the
Gimve rock 'n” roll started. We pdned

CASINOS Dars. e was

twiy nights a4 week al

o many. many moathin, almost every
Saturday might. Chuck Crippa was the
president of the uion ol that time

he skl

anyd
s o 1
and we did W

urdonmember

You guys play your kE
better join the unlon "
were actually
for 1Inany years
What ¢l you do after high school”
Monte sald, "Let's go to Catltormle. My
uneie has o business there with decent
Jobs.” %0 we ook ot | had two Jobs, One
Rescanh and Doy
department and | also did
work on the side. | came back 1o Hibbing
after about o year. Then | got draled, |
Wik it Lthe service for [wo )
What work  did
thibhing?
I Just retired
manager ot LS Steel Cocporation
Mol sy brother, Dauid
Inecalvest widh powr Hype of music?

musicionm

wan In a Hlopiment

IV service

da here in

my st Job was s a

s he eoer

Panve wan younger and more invoived

with classical music, e wus o Cholr

direciorn, and phana plnyer. They are readly

two different peopie. @

Lars Lindn, Bobd Dupan adilicr since 1y
G0 i a 20 yowr ald, scif

onsultant andg

curiy
emploged [financlal
father of
Stwlen

oo currentlly Heing  In

Mlthough Me s also worked (9
Canada, USA

ndia

Mexica,

sl it



